E. C. Browns’

Nursery..

Wide diversity of hard{ plants.
Design and installation of complete la

Spring 2010

Volume 15, Issue 1

ndscape projects.

here are very few

native plants with

wider appeal than

the coneflower
(Echinacea spp.) This
uniquely North American
genus of ten species epito-
mizes the meadow or prairie
wildflower. In general, Fragrant Ahg iA k .
coneflowers are easy to grow
in sunny, welldrained soil and the large daiskiaped blooms re-
main colorful for at least a month.

v

The plants grow from a woody crown, sending up first a tuft of
basal leaves followed by leafy flower stems that rise up in mid

summer. Each stem is topped by one large bloom that can be as
much as 4 inches across and once the first bloom begins to fade

others grow from small side branches to take its place.

Like other members of the aster family, Echinacea flowers are tech

nically inflorescences
made up of many small
flowers serving one of
two functions. Each petal

flower with five petals
fused into one. The ray
flowers form a ring
around the central cone,
which is also composed
of many individual flow-
ers that have no petals.

The division of labor has particular consequences
for pollination and seed set. The rays are ster
functioning merely as advertisement for the leg
noticeable fertile flowers that make up the con
These later produce nectar and pollen as well
seeds. A bee or butterfly cannot help but notic
the ring of large, colorful ray flowers as it pass
and the cone provides a perfect landing pad fg
the insect as it comes in to investigate.

What the bug finds is a host of little, nectar ric
blooms packed in togethéra sort of one stop
shopping that is very appealing. Rather than

Gr o wl

no

wasting energy
flitting here and
there, the bee or
butterfly can settle
in and drink from a
bunch of flowers a
once. When you
plant coneflowers,
the butterflies and
bees are sure to
follow.

Tomato Soup |

This combination of colorful advertising and concentrated,
easily accessible flowers has made the aster family one of
the most successful and diverse in the world. However,
the coneflowers appear to be a new member of this large
family as most of the species are nearly similar in leaf and
flower shape and color.

ntil a few years ago, purple coneflowers, also
known by their botanical namEchinacea
purpureg were generally purple or mauve
pink. On occasion, you would see a white cul-
tivar like 'White Swan' too.

The traditional echinaceas are still arouwdth many
improved cultivars on the market. But these days the new-
est cultivars are appearing in eyepping shades of

mango, orange and gold.

Their newlook colors are making them the hottest must
have perennials of the season. Native to North American
prairies, as well as lightighaded woodlands, Echinacea
produces showy, daidike flowers in midsummer into
the early fall. The name
"echinacea" comes from the
flower's spiky central conethe
Greekechinosmeans hedgehog.
The flowers are large and have
big, dark condike centers. In
the species, the petals often
droop or curve back. When the
newlook mango, orange and
gold echinaceasmost of
them resulting from crosses

Tangerine Dream
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Birdscaping: Creating Your Landscape to Attract Birds

much you can do to make your yard a more-fiiikehdly habitat. Agencies such as the

Division of Wildlife of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources offer wonderful
suggestions for creating such an environment. Topics sdcprasiding food, cover, and
water; making an edge effect; creating bird feeding stations; and designing a more natural
habitad are very helpful for the birds.

E nticing birds to visit you can be a very worthwhile and enjoyable project. There is

The Ohio Landscape Association has created this list with a goal to recommend locally avail-
able plants (especially trees, shrubs and vines) that can provide a food source for birds, regard-
less of your available yard space or yard design.

Which plants can best attract birds to your yard? The answer is difficult, but there are some
plants that certain types of birds use as favored food sources. For many of the following rec-
ommended plants, the number of attracted species is indicated.

Plants can also be categorized by the time of year they provide fruit, seed, or flower. The fruit-

ing time of a plant could be divided into the following three time periods: 1) Late spring to

mid summer; 2) Late summer into fall; 3) Winter into early spring. The list of plants is addi-
tionally marked to indicate the fruiting or flowering period.

' Late spring to mid summer means nesti

time, When birds need lots of food to rear their young. Some excellent chois
that help supplement their diet at this time are: Red Buckeye (Aesculus pa
Serviceberry (Amelanchier), Birch (Betula), Blueberry (Vaccinium), Strawbd
(Fragaria), Bee Balm (Monarda), and Honeysuckle (Lonicera).

The majority of plants produce fruit or seed in late summer to fall. It is good
thing too, for this means migration time for some birds and winter preparatifs
for others. Several worthy plant selections offering late summer to fall food
Dogwood (Cornus), Crabapple (Malus); Elderberry (Sambucus), Viburnum
(Viburnum), Aster (Aster), Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis), Sunflower
(Helianthus), and Bittersweet (Celastrus).

Plants with winter persistent fruit or seed are particularly essential when ot
food supplies are limited or exhausted. Permanently residing birds and early spring migrators can find such plansaterkelfife
your yard space is limited, this could be the best category from which to choose. Examples of plants with persistartfinit wo
clude: Chokeberry (Aronia), Crabapple (Malus), Hackberry (Celtis), Hawthorn (Crataegus), Holly (llex), Bayberry (Mynoay, Su
(Rhus), and Shrub Rose (Rosa).

In birdscaping, the use of regionally native plants vs-matives warrants consideration, for birds do disseminate seed.ridome
native species are aggressively crowding out native flora in various parts of the country. Awareness of already tropblEine s
important, for although they may offer good food for the birds, they could be endangering native plants. Some choidesdo avoi
Amur Honeysuckle (Lonicera Maakii), Russian Olive (Eleagnus angus-
tifolia), Autumn Olive (Eleagnus umbellata), Buckthorn (Rhamnus fran-
gula), and Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica).

On the other hand, some naoatives have not been invasive and can
provide birds a variety of food not found in their natural habitat. For
example, a lone Crabapple (Malus) can provide an attractive fruit that a
bird could not find in the wild.

Our list of suggested birdscaping plants contains native andatdre
species; and the nursery industry is continually offering new selections
of each from which to choose.

Whether you wish to design your yard naturally (placing native plants in
woods, thickets, and meadows) or more conventionally (perhaps adding
one new shrub to your yard) choosing from some of the listed plants
could benefit both you and the birds!
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Recommended Trees, Shrubs, and Vines to Attract Birds

Amelanchier canadensiéServiceberry): Beautiful small ornamental t he GeaugaE gray dogwood, this mec¢
tree (20 to 25 ft.) that has an airy appearance and firery fall color. Smathm 8 ft. to 10 ft. tall with a spread of only 4 ft. The foliage has a

white flowers in very early spring turn into small but tasty June fruit. unique blackgreen coloration that effectively highlights the new

Native. Fruits: Late Spring / Early Summer. Attractive to 26 species ofjrowth of mahoganyed. Creamy white flowers in the spring are fol-

birds. lowed later in the season by white fruits. Originating from one of our

native plants, this disease resistant shrub forms an easy to maintain

Arctostaphylos uvau r s | 6 Ma s (Massashusetes Baarbdry). dense and compact columnar hedge. Little pruning is necessary unless a
Evergreen ground cover forming a flat thick mat 6 inches to 12 inches P ge. p 9 Y

high. Small dark green leaves resistant to leaf spot and leaf gall. Abufji°re formal hedge IS requweq. Suckers fregly, thergfore, it works well
dant pinkishwhite flowers bloom from April to May followed by in mass plantings a gopd 9h0|ce for paturahzmg. Will tolerate fuII sun
bright red fruits. Foliage turns reddisinonze in the winter. Effective as or §h§de and can survive in poor soils thgt are WEt or dry. Native.

an unusual, fine textured ground cover. Will take full sun to partial Fruits: Fall / Winter. Attractive to 15 species of birds.

shade and grows best in poor, sandy, infertile soil. Native. Fruits: LateCotoneaster apiculatéCranberry Cotoneaster): The branches of this
Summer / Fall. shrub are often spectacularly laden with red berries. Berries are pre-
cedgdﬁby small pink flowers. The leaves and berries often make a good
sRow Well into November. A grafted standard makes a fine specimen.
Non-Native Fruits: Fall / Winter.

Aronia arbutifolia o6Brilliantis
(Brilliant Red Chokeberry): Me-
dium deciduous shrub ranging

from 6 ft. to 8 ft. in height and Crataegus phaenopyrurfWWashington Hawthorn): Wonderful small
spread. Prolific fragrant white trees (15 to 25 ft.) for many landscaping uses and for many birds. Pic-
flowers bloom in the spring with turesque in habit, foliage, flower, and berry. Furthermore, they are very
abundant bright red fruit appear- hardy, and some cultivars have no thorns. Seen from a distance, groves
ing along the stems in September. of Hawthorn seem to carry a misty veil of scarlet in the winter land-

The dark green foliage turns a scape. Native. Fruits: Fall / Winter. Attractive to 19 species.

very showy red in the fall. For

good fall and winter display of Gaultheria procumbengCreeping Wintergreen): A small creeping

attractive berries and foliage. use ground cover that is evergreen and naturalizes nicely. Smakwegtled
shrubs in mass plantinas i?\ Bor- white flowers are followed by scarlet fruit that are persistent. Crushing
P 9 the leaves releases a wonderful wintergreen scent. Birds may browse on

ders or naturalized settings. Toler- . . o !
ates full sun to partial shade, but flowers and fruits best in full sun. WiﬂﬁIe berries. Native. Fruits: Fall / Winter.

adapt well to many soil types, but prefers soils with good drainage. | | e x g | a b r @ghah®dk inkberry)cVikodderful small broad-
Native. Fruits: Fall / Winter. Attractive to 12 species of birds. leaf evergreen shrub (3 to 4 ft.) for many landscaping purposes. Excel-
lent for hedges, massed and as an accent plant. Prefers moist acid soils,
sun or shade. Shamrock is a female cultivar offering small black fruit
which can last through the win-

ter. Native. Fruits: Fall / Winter.

Altractive to 9 species of birds.

Aronia melanocarpa (Black Chokeberry): Small deciduous shrub
growing from 3 ft. to 6 ft. in height. Tends to sucker profusely thus
forming large colonies. White flowers in the spring are followed by
handsome purplish black fruits later in the year. Attractive glossy gre
foliage turns a good wineed color in the fall. Best used in massed
plantings to maximize effect of fruits and foliage. Effectiveinareas | | ex verticill ata OWinter Red?o
where poor dry or wet soils are a problem. Plants tolerate full sun to (Winter Red Winterberry): De-

partial shade. Will adapt to many soil types, but prefer soils with goodciduous shrub; abundant large

drainage. Native. Fruits: Fall / Winter. Attractive to 7 species of birds. bright red fruit persisting into

winter; superior contrast against

snow; glossy, dark green foliage

on upright plant turns bronze in

Yall; excellent for mass effect,

shrub borders and wet areas; will

grow in sun or shade, grows in

Cornus drummondii(Giant Gray Dogwood): Large deciduous shrub ordry soil but produces more fruit

small tree with erect form growing from 20 ft. to 30 ft high. Spreading if grown in rich organic soil, full

branches display white flower clusters in late spring and an abundanaa moisture; this female variety

of white fruit in the fall. Will develop less suckers than its cousin, Cor-must be planted near a male

nus racemosa (Gray Dogwood). Hardy native plant that works well inplant. Grows 6 to 9 ft. high,

naturalized settings or in massed plantings for screens or borders. Preardy to Zone 4. Native. Fruits:

fers moist to wet soils with full sun to partial shade, but will adapt to Fall / Winter. Attractive to 12

Chionanthus virginicus(Fringetree): Thomas Jefferson favored this
large shrub/small tree, which offers wonderfully lacy white flowers in
June and good yellow fall color. The yellow leaves are further accent
ated on female plants with hanging drupes of pubpjle fruit. Native.
Fruits: Late Summer / Fall.

dryer situations. Native. Fruits: Late Summer / Fall. species of birds.

Cornus mag(Cornelian Cherry): The early spring color of thissmall taJ uni per us c¢ hi nens (GeendOdleninar Junipef:o | u mi
20 ft.) ©lighteydlev withl adint efrclsartreusetruly Medium evergreen shrub with an upright pyramidal form reaching 15
heralds in our Ohio spring. Later, the cherike fruits glisten in the ft. Awl-shaped foliage maintains a bright green color throughout the

late summer sun. NeNative. Fruits: Late Summer / Fall. year. Tiny blue cones adorn the plant in the spring and ripen to a dark

Cornus r ac e m@Gsaaum&G@eDogwaad)d Also known as (Continued on pag§



